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TAGS: ETRD, EAGR, CO 

SUB J : SUGAR: GEPLACEA MEETING IN HAVANA FEB 28-MAR 4, 1977 
REF: STATE 037609 

1 . ACCORDING TO PRESS REPORTS AND INFORMATION PROVIDED BY 
AMCONSUL CALI, COLOMBIAN DELEGATION TO GEPLACEA MEETING 
IS AS FOLLOWS: 

A. SERGIO ABADIA CHAMAT, VICE MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE 
AND CHAIRMAN OF THE DELEGATION. 

B. JOSE IGNACIO VIVES ECHEVERRIA, COLOMBIAN AMBASSADOR 
TO CUBA AND ALTERNATE CHAIRMAN OF THE DELEGATION. 

C. GUSTAVO CASTRO GUERRERO, MANAGER, COFIAGRO- 

CORPORACION FINANCIER A DE FOMENTO AGROPECUARIO Y EXPORT ACIONES. 

D. AUGUSTO RAMIREZ, MANAGER, CORABASTOS-CORPORACION 

DE ABASTOS DE BOGOTA (GOVERNMENT-SPONSORED WHOLESALE MARKET). 

2. ALTHOUGH SUGAR CANE GROWERS ASSOCIATION (ASOCANA) 
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HAS BEEN REPRESENTED AT PREVIOUS GEPLACEA MEETINGS. IT 
IS NOT REPRESENTED AT HAVANA. AN ASOCANA SOURCE IN- 
FORMED AMCONSUL CALI THAT THE ASSOCIAION BELIEVES 
THAT GOC POLICIES DO NOT PERMIT THE PRIVATE SUGAR 
SECTOR TO FORMULATE REASONABLE DEVELOPMENT PLANS AND 
THAT, WHILE GEPLACEA IS AN ASSOCIATION OF EXPORTING 
COUNTRIES, COLOMBIA CURRENTLY IS NOT AN EXPORTING 
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COUNTRY. THE SOURCE ADDED THAT, BECAUSE OF DROUGHT 
CONDITONS AND GOC POLICIES, ASOCANA EXPECTS COLOMBIA 
TO IMPORT ABOUT 30 THOUSAND METRIC TONS OF SUGAR IN 
APRIL OR MAY, PROBABLY FROM CUBA. 

SANCHEZ 
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